Quality Wildlife Services -
Johnny House Plans
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hen Twas a youngster staying on “Uncle Jim=" rural farm in Virginia,

the “Johnny house™ was o place you ran 1o answer the call of nature,
Hack then, we rated them as one holers or bwo holers, IF :,'ummiu YOLF nwn
bircl disgs, you are probably familiar with a different type of Johnny house,
often referred to as a “recall pen”

Ihe most common structures used are about four feet BAJUATT and
about six o eight feet tall. (O course, in Texas they are twice this size,} The
tiouse has a screened-m top area and ]mlgﬂ far the qu,lil i ﬂy up o and
sit on, Part of this screen arca containg a door that can be lowered in order
16 let 2ome ar all of the birds out. The floor can be either solid p[,'\mn'ulur
hardwire cloth, {1 prefer a solid floor. We'll talk about this later.) There is
also i one-way “catch funnel” located in the bottom of the house, This
illiwrs the llll.li.l fiov reenter the house, bui not leave .q;ai.u

The typical stevcture will hold 15 to 25 quail and can be set up ina
small ficld. The objectiveis 1o Im.l\ the conlined birds Inl.l]lhl\ and available
uniil you are ready to work your dog. Afier you pick up vour dog and leave
the training arca, the quail are recalled back w the Johnny house by the
birdls that were not released or with the assistance of a digital recall device.

Inside, the quail find protection from
predators and extreme weather conditions
ey also have feed and water 1o bokd them over untl you return. The
ledges, located near the top al the hiuse, hclp the birds maintain llighl
inuscle '\|l1'li!{||! as Ilu')' lly fromi the Hoar up o the shelf, {Many pﬂ:uplc
don't realize this, but most of the wini'_ eXeTcise 15 1;|;'n¢r.|lmi on the rise,)
1 is vane, bt i you shimld have a smiall varmint get into the house through
thee tunnel, the birds can Hly up 1o the |L||!‘| to et away,

It yous don't own a large piece of hunting land or the land you have
Becess 1o b8 nol dose rnhh«.ru}nu live, then the Johniny house Ty b just
what you need, The most common use of the house is o provide quail for

ys

Range

lnsicfe the Johnny house, guail are prolected
fraom predators and extreme weather conditions

dog iraining
purposes, I'r'.linirq; a
dog 1o be steady on point of 1o

hunor another dogs point by “backing” requires having birds to work
with. The Johnny hotise becomes the ready source for such binds, Cuail
can be manually caught and placed ina bird launcher or “dizgied” and
placed in the fickl Before the work begins. As the dogs 1raining progress-
€5, youl can release all or part of the birds from the house by lowering the
release door and Ir.-tling them Ilg' out inio the field, Onee VIl have waiched
to see which cover patches the quail land in, you can then go get your dog
and begin working the fickl.

Aniother wse for the house i o train g oL bird hunter how o work
the dogs and be a sale hunter. This iz a more controlled setting that pres
enls a youngsier with |l||un3|1 action o Iqu him or her interested in
learning the finer points of wingshooting,

Il your qual hunting area is only large enough 1o have o few wild or
early released coveys, then the Johnny house can be used to provide addi-
tional birds for the hunts. These additional birds will 1ake some of 1he
hunting pressure off your “premium coveys”

CeTTING STARTED

OF covurse, the first rhing yoiul necd o do is
build the Johnny house, Plans are available
from several |,'.|1.||||'H_x that s¢ll \Inl',-:r.ﬂning
‘-lH"]FIIl"h. The |-].m‘- used in this artiele are
available from Qualit v Wildlile Services, Inc.

Site Loaatlon

The ficld setting for the bouse should be
good guall habitat. A field of feseue or
Il:lnludlgr.lnmil niod wisrk., Inatead, find a
ficld dominated by native grasses and weeds
J]Lillj.,. wilh scatfered small |\.|I.q.||| 5 il " h\.w:,'
cover” such as briaes or small shrubs. I you
are able, it is also a good iden to add a few
scattered food plots of Egyption wheat or
sorghum o the selting. This gives the guail a
visual farget to I1:.1 103 s I]'w,' leave the house,

Flace the Johnny house out in the field away from any rank or
unhuntable thickets. The ll,n.l| here is 10 make sure when the binds are
released, that they don't peel off into the jungle, but rather they fly out into
ihe work area.

Once the house is set in |-||'~|Iiu||. Vou Can pl.l.u: SO ||;.'J|1 birush
tops around the funnel entrance on the outside of the house, This will
give the returning quail some concealment cover as they mill around the
funnel entrance.
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When releasing birds. nolice would be o increase
that wherever the first bird JEUTETNTTTGES TSI
goes. the rest want o follow 4|“||..l|'||g|}'_l1|rin\[,m(c,
Leave atf least one or two birds SRR RERHETTIHE

fn the house (@ give

desire to get back indide

in dlameler al the other.

sand and hay, Then | replace it with clean sand and put a
double indful of hay 16 one of the corners.

At the beginning of the season, it is a good idea to
get @ block of “bar bait” and place it underneath the
house. far bait s 8 waxy block that contains a grain
treated with rat poison. This can be purchased from your
local feed and seed store. Repeat this when you perform
your mid-season cleaning

During this article | have used quail as the focus species. However,
Hungarian partridge and Chukar partridge “recall” very well also, In very
harsh northern climates, you may find it inore to your benefit 1o use one
“ll l'll.'\-l' spe fin, l”'ll.' I-IJ'!'_\' uh.m;;-r.-. yiou wistild I'l.lu_' i iniake an the huuuq_-

At the beginning of the season
gt a block of "bar bait” and place
it underneath the house. Bar bait
i o waxy Hock thatl containg a

grain trealed with ritt polson,

Bl s 14 inches long and is
returning bird:s o stronger

four inches in diameter
at one end and three

inches in diameter at the other, For Huns and chukars, the fun
nel would be six inches in diameter at one end and four inches

The other equipment is easily adapted as well, If you use o
LexsMess feeding system, the directions will tell you the proper
height for cach species of bind, The Total Reeall (electronic recall

device) is also available in
both the Hungarian and
Chukar partridge.

Recall pens are not for
everyone, However, if your
time and space are limited, a
Johany house may be the way
you can keep some birds
“home on the range”

For miore informition
abowt Johnny hoise plans
or the equilpment men-
ticneed 1 this arencle, con-
tact Qualiey Wildlife
Services af (877 242-2482
ar visit their website ar
wivintquirlitywilidlife. com.
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RIGHT SIDE REAR
FRONT

MATERIALS LIST:
6 EA - 2 x 1 1/2° BUTT HINGES :
8 FT. - ROPE DR HEAVY TWINE NOTE:
| EA - 1 WHEEL PULLEY Some of the 12 ( two by fours) will be ipped
2 EA - 3 HASP into two by two's. If vou are buying the matenal
3 SHT - & x @ x L/2° PRESSURE TREATED PLYWDOD as 2x2's to start with, purchase 18 pes.
2 EA - 26 x 60" CORRUGATED TIN ROOFING 2 feel Iﬁﬂg
I8 EA - 2 *x 4'w B PRESSURE TREATED SDUTHERN YELLOW PINE
2 EA - S/4° x 6 x 8 PRESSURE TREATED 5YP DECKING BOARD
1 EA. - 48" x 12° - 1/2' HARDWARE CLOTH

1 EA, - HANGING BASKET HOLDER <7D SUPPORT RECALL FUNNEL?

4 los = 1" GALVANIZED DECKING SCREWS
2 los - 2 L/2* GALWANIZED DECKING SCREWS = ) =
2 lbs - 374" POULTRY STAPLES | proseCT . SHEET NUMBER

{ lbs - GASKETED GALVANIZED RODFING MAILS | !
5 EA - 172" EYEBOLTS w/ WOOD SCREV THREATED ENDS i QUAIL HOUSE | 1

———l

e e e e
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SCREW | 174" x 45° PRESSURE |
TREATED DECKING BOARD TO INSIDE|
TO CREATE STOOP FOR BIRDS

1/2* HARDWARE CLOTH = 2% 45
(STAPLED TO OUTSIDE FACE)
- L -
2x4 PRESSURE TREATED SYP. | |iEmmmmmElY 0 |
r’.’.‘ 2 2'x 49 i
Bx 4'x AT i
|
c-0 3 & |
Ed 5 {
o 2w 47w 45" o LY - 8 EI-Eét
- * x ™ || -+ |
“ X & A E N
FRONT ¥ ¥ REAR " %
K £ ‘Il\l 3“ |
" "“ 2 x 2 PT. SYP FRAMING {
2'x 4'x 4 ¢ TYPICAL OF WALL FRAMING ) 0 \ |
BASE ¢ ASSEM. IN STEP 1 1-..___1\* B'x 27 4% {
T S 172" PRESSURE TREATED PLYWDDD !
8% #'x 43 (ON TOP OF JOISTS?
-_— — i
STEP 1 - _THE BASE STEP 2 - RIGHT AND LEFT SIDES |
ASSEMBLE £ » 4 BASE MEMBERS AS SHOWM AND COVER TOP ASSEMBLE RIGHT AND LEFT FRAMES AS SHOWN AND ATTACH TO
WITH 1/2* PRESSURE TREATED PLYWDOD. ATTACH WITH DUTSIDE EDGES OF PRE-ASSEMBLED BASE WITH 2 L/2' GALVANIZED
1-1/4* GALWANIZED DECKING SCREVS 8° ON CENTER. DECKING SCREWS.

PROJECT SHEET NUMBER

QUAIL HOUSE @ 2

1

ey
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142" HaRDWARE CLOTH
KSTAPLED TO DUTSIDE FalE)

-8 g ——

B B A4 JrET

Bx 2'x 16°

2x 2w 44 1727

PRE-ASSEMBLE AND INSTALL IN FRONT
DOPEMING IN STEP &

SUPPORT WIRE
(AS NEEDED?
FUNNEL DOOR
RECALL FUNNEL
]
SIDE CROSS SECTION

BECALL FUNNEL

CONSTRUCT CYLINDER WITH 1/2" HARDWARE
CLOTH. TAPER FROM 3 172" DIAMETER OPENING

TO 3* INSIDE EXIT. ATTACH [N STEP &

HASR ———

- 1" x 8" PRESSURE
TREATED SYP.

’
i
:rhmﬁc——’/
FUMKEL DODR

PRE-ASSEMBLE FUNNEL DDOR AMD ATTACH TO DUTSIDE OF PLYWDOD
IN STEP & DOOR SHOULD OPEN DOWN TO CREATE RAMP TO RECALL
FUMKEL DPENING.

47 SIDE - ASSEMBLED [N STEP %2

STEP 3 - FRONT WALL

i -
B'x 2w 437
L
SCREW 1 1/4° x 4% PRESSURE
TREATED DECKING BOARD TO INSIDE
TO CREATE STODP FOR BIRDS
ATTACH TO THE RIGHT AND LEFT
i FRAMES TO LEAWE 1 -1/2* SPACE
__________________ F FOR FRONT DODR
2'x B'x 45
5=-8*
3
o * — RIGHT SIDE - ASSEMBLED IN STEP w2
i
1.“
L]
"""--a_____ o — 2= 2 PT SYP FRAMING
~\\‘ ¢ TYPICAL OF WaLL FRAMING }
~y
A Ol ee oo a5
—ja—— BASE - ASSEMBELED IN STEF ®

WITH THE RIGHT AND LEFT SIDES COMPLETE AND ATTACHED TO THE BASE, FILL

IN FROMT 2" w 2" FRAMING AS SHOWN

[
| PROJECT

QUAIL HOUSE

SHEET WUMBER |

3
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142" HARDWARE CLOTH
CETAPLED TD OUTSIDE FACE)

SCREW 1 174" = 45" PRESSURE
TREATED DECKING BOARD TO INSIDE 26' x 60° CORRUGATED TIN RODFING

1
10 CREATE STOOP FOR BIRDS i
s i
1/2* PRESSURE
TREATED PLYWDOD 2'x 2'x 45 REAR :
irimiisiiing A |
A T
f— ] &l L F;%/:::::::: ::::::::::H |
R — - +
| r b 2 RIGHT SIDE . H H
l " | ASSEMBLED 1 B'x 2'x 45 i . i
| T m-j 1 STEP 82 T oS et |
| \ i i
| 1
! 3 i i
] a' Elx EJN ‘ai‘ I
| [[Fince ; E ; ﬁT‘ ! 52k St et 1 I i
o e ¥ -n 1 1 '
i ¥ -1 ” * 1] 1 '
| m | ] 1, # ] |
EJ : TJ:‘-THM‘_'””E““ 1,: '”F:%:‘:E::':;?::::::::::::-II: {
O I . | & EN I Ti |
o T sz H H .’
1
A ’}_f G \ J e S |
: * | 1 2% 2'x 45" £ |
| ¥ 2 ve 7
! ] 7 A
' - F__ e LEFT SIDE - ASSEMBLED IN STEP #2 RONT .
. BASE - ASSEMBLED IN STEP m -
| e TEP S - ROOF |
! EEEDER DOOR 0 wE:chE;‘TLr Swr;w': :
. ALL
. (INSIDE VIEW OF DOOR) Mm‘ﬁ:‘p"&.ﬁ,ﬁ"iﬂfﬁmﬁﬂ 2 oc o |
{ COVER ¥ A NG CORRUGA 1
"ff'i"'iﬁ:&flfgﬂmfﬁ METAL RODFING WITH GASKETED RODFING NAILS. |
STEP 4 - REAR WALL |

FILL IN FRAMING AT REAR AS SHOWN (SIMULAR TO STEP 33

prEm e e e e

| PROJECT | SHEET NUMBER

5 QUAIL HOUSE

—_— e — = = e I S FEEEE—

1=
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PULLEY
STRING
ROUTE STRING THROUGH
EYEBOLTS AND
AND HARDWARE CLOTH
SECTION VIEW

— ATTACH FRONT DODR UNIT
ASSEMBLED IN STEP 3

ATTACH STRING THROUGH HOUSE
| _TO FRONT DOOR TO ALLOW FDR
DPERATION OF FRONT DOOR

%)

— /P EYEROLT

ATTACH FEEDER DOOR B e
| ASSEMBLED IN STEP 4

1/8" PRESSURE
TREATED PLYWDOD et

RECALL FUNNEL DOOR _ |
ASSEMELED IN STEF 3

e
=9 o
w o

REAR

CUT 3 1/2° HOLE IN PLYWDOD AND
FRONT INSERT RECALL FUNNEL TUBE
STEF s DING AND FINAL ASSEMBLY

INSTALL 172" SIDING ON ALL FOUR SIDES AS SHOWN COMPLETE BY ATTACHING

FRONT AMD REAR DOORS, RECALL FUNMEL , RECALL FUMNEL DODR AMD DTHER
HISC. HARDWARE

e —— —

PROJECT | .S:H-EE'F- HI.HBEF;
| QUAIL HOUSE = 5

e TSRS Eha—_——
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Jaggars Quail Funnel

-keep PREDATORS OUT for less $

Where ever you have quail, you will have things that eat quail.

f KEEP THEM OUT with a new device that costs as little i _..r_'_
\ as a few good birds. 7’

The Jaggars Quail Funnel attaches easily to a Johnny House,
recall pen or Phantom Kennel.

First developed by WL Jaggars for the Phantom Kennel, this bird saving
gizmo uses spring tension to allow the quail to enter while closing to block
out heavier predators. It is set specifically for Northern Bobwhite Quail.

AVAILABLE FROM:
Jaggars Quail Funnel 575 Quality Wildlife Services
Or buy 2 for $135 234 Daybreak Rd.

Waynesboro, Ga 30830

Ji www.qualitywildlife.com
) 877-242-2482 !
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Recall Funnel for Quail

* Using a 16-inch long piece of ¥z inch hardware cloth, construct a
funnel that is 4 inches widé at one end and 3 inches wide at the
other end. The funnel can be secured with J-clips purchased from
G. Q. F. Manufacturing. You can call them for a catalog at (912)-
236-0651.

rk——
.

 Sw—

= Now, at the 4-inch end, cut three slots 2 inches deep to create
“three ears” of wire to attach the funnel to the house. This should
result in having a finished funnel about 14 inches long with an
entrance hole about 3-1/2 inches wide.
Now insert the funnel into the house from the outside until the
wire ears are against the wood. Secure with wire staples,

19"

NOTE:

= If you would like to purchase a pre-made funnel you can order
one from Lion Country Supply (1-800-662-5202).
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Tips on How to Manage
Your Johnny House

Preparation

Before you put any birds in the house, place about one and one
half to two inches of sand in the floor of the house. The quail use
the sand to preen and clean their feathers much like you take a
bath. The sand also absorbs the moisture from their droppings
and makes for a more sanitary environment. This is why I put a
solid floor in my Johnny Houses.

During extremely cold weather I place a wad of hay about the size
of a bed pillow in a corner of the house to give the birds a warm
place to roost.

I usually do a little house cleaning about half way through the
winter. I do this when I have released the birds from the house.
Just use an old square point shovel with the handle cut off short.
Scoop out the old sand and put in fresh sand. Add fresh hay if the
weather calls for it.

To keep mice from moving in under the house, I tilt up one side of
the house and put a block of “bar bait” underneath the structure.
Bar bait is a waxy block that contains a grain treated with rat
poison. This can be purchased from your local feed and seed or
farm coop.

Managing your Birds

When you first put your quail in the house - feed them in through
the funnel,

Leave the quail in the house about five or six days then release
about one third of the group. Once most of them have returned,
repeat this process at least two more times.

If you are using a Total Recall you can now release the entire
group and hang the caller on the front of the Johnny house. The
Total Recall will recall the birds to the house,

With 20-25 quail in the house you will want to check the LessMess
feeder and waterer every two weeks especially if you are not
letting them out much.



Keep your
Johnny House

CIean.. L

The new LessMess™ feeder/
waterer system cuts down on
maintenance hassles, letting you
spend more time with your dogs

LessMess™ Feeder

= ] |r|:1l o !:1|1."m1_.' I‘iﬂll\l: 5_;l;.l1'||_|.:\"' l.'".l1_1r W, in'.\
maintenance system suspends food at the right height

* Unique feeding ports effectively deliver bird-grower
tood without spilling

* Generously sized to hold a large volume of foud

* Off-the-floor design prevents birds from
“fouling” their feed

* For use in protected areas only

* Works for quail, pigeons, chukar, huns...

LessMess™ Waterer
= Innavative nipple delivery systemy; birds

take water like they're nipping dew from leaves
+ Fully-enclosed rotary-molded tube minimizes evaporation
* U filling lases a long timie reducing maintenance time

To order vour LessMess™ system E—- 3

«il Quality Wildlife Services g
at 1-877-2HABITA(T] (1-877-242-2482)
www.qalitywildlife.com
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with Total Recall™,.,

the electronic alternative
to live call birds

The toeal Recall™ Electronic Call Bird-
designed for pur and take operations,
dog teainers and hunters cstablishing

pre-season release coveys

This imnovarive, photocell
activated unit sutomaticelly
simulates the “covey-up” call

af key periods of the day.

Total Recall ™ keeps birds anchored
at your release site better than a :
live call bird because it doesn't !l"
attract predators like a pacing, :
scent-producing bird,

This “electronic call bird”® runs for 4 - 6
weeks off a single 9 volt alkaline battery,
or 200 weeks with 8 AA bartteries.  Also,
for added volume, an external jack has been located at the bottom of the
speaker that can be used to attach an optional power horn speaker .

: \‘ <l Quality Wildlife Services
o an |-BT7-20TARITAT (1 -877-242. 2482)

\ wwwuml i ywildlife.com @

L]




Stress Pak Powder

The Stress Pak powder is added to the drinking water in
Johnny Houses, pigeon coops, and quail holding pens.

This product reduces health risks encountered by quail when they
are under any form of stress from shipping or being confined. It also
improves the quality of the drinking water, and keeps a nipple
water system clean and free from mineral build up.

Available from Quality Wildlife Services, Inc.
1/2 pound pack treats 128 gallons of water

Contact Quality Wildlife Services
at 1-877-2ZHABITAT (1-877-242-2482)
or visits them online at www.qualitywildlife.com
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JOHINNY HIOUSES

Productions,
produced for Quahty Wildlife Services

In this DVD, field biologist Jim Evans shows
how the Johnny House or recall pen works
with quail.

If you do not have a large piece of land on
which to hunt or to train your bird dog, then
the Johnny House may be just what you
need for hours of great fun.

To order your Johnny Houses for Quail
Contact Quality Wildlife Services
at 1-877-ZHABITAT (1-877-242-2482)

www.qualitywildlife.com
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